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SG Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan

Vision
… a flourishing, climate friendly energy system that delivers 
affordable, resilient and clean energy supplies for Scotland’s 
households, communities and businesses

Key points

• Scotland’s 1st Just Transition plan

• Scaling up renewable energy

• Reducing reliance on fossil fuels

• Reducing emissions from buildings, transport, industry and agriculture



Scot Gov’s investment plan over this Parliament



SG Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan

Scotland’s Journey to Net Zero

Source: Scottish Government/Scottish Statistics Hub/ EY



Current Energy Developments in the H&Is 



Renewable Energy in the Highlands and Islands



Offshore Wind

Unique opportunity for the Highlands and Islands

Ideal geography. The primary contributor to achieving Net Zero by 2045, 
providing major economic opportunities in manufacturing, 

marshalling, construction and O&M

Delivers high-value jobs in remote, rural and coastal communities 

Significant contributor to areas in population decline and requiring 
diversification and increasing incomes

Delivers across Scottish Government key policies

Just Transition to Net Zero, Blue Economy, Manufacturing Recovery Plan, 
Jobs Mission, Population and Talent Attraction and Retention, Place, 

Innovation, Youth and Fair Work

Conservative analysis - creation of 4,000 direct FTEs to 2032
Long-term, sustainable operational offshore wind roles in the Highlands 

and Islands in addition, major construction employment impacts.

Multipliers on manufacturing roles may be substantially higher than the 
norm depending on the source of input materials.



Offshore Wind





Green Hydrogen

Delivers across Scottish Government key policies 

Just Transition to Net Zero, Hydrogen Action Plan, Jobs Mission, 
Population and Talent Attraction and Retention, Place,  

Innovation and Fair Work

Unique opportunity for the Highlands and Islands 

Ideal geography. High offshore wind resource, constrained route to 
market (expensive electricity grid) and existing enabling 

infrastructure (O&G terminals) will drive early investment in 
green hydrogen production at scale

Initial creation of 600 direct, green, fair, high value FTEs in region

Based on a small number of ScotWind projects going straight to 
hydrogen production, with significant wider opportunities for 

Scotland from balance of plant and export potential. 

Multipliers may be more akin to petrochemicals and potential for 
Scotland to export cost-effective green hydrogen to satisfy 

European energy transition demand

Delivers high-value jobs in remote, rural and coastal communities
Creating value adding industrial activity adjacent to the resource

Repurpose/diversify
Oil and gas terminals at Sullom Voe, Flotta and Nigg as initial 
investments, Stornoway, Moray and other locations to follow.



Hydrogen Projects



SOWEC
SOWEC to set strategic targets for content to be delivered from Scotland and develop an 

industrial strategy to secure priority outcomes. 

Marine Energy 

• CfD for Tidal Energy – new opportunities for manufacture and project 
development 

• Wave Energy Scotland – commercialisation phase and synergies with Floating 
Wind

• Marine Energy Policy Position – as member of Scottish Marine Energy Delivery 
Group 



Q&A

Elain MacRae
Head of Energy Strategy

elain.macrae@hient.co.uk
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